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Suzonne V. Cowart, CPA
13366 Hooper Road, Suite C
Central, Louisiana 70818

Re: Louisiana Board of Ethics \o’gy
Docket No. 2020-884 S
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Dear Ms. Cowart, IR

& e
The Louisiana Board of Ethics, at its meeting on January 8, 20212486‘1\;5\&2{@&\;0ur request
for an advisory opinion as to whether the Code of Govemme%@?:@iﬁ‘fode”) would
prohibit you from providing accounting services to Central gﬁe\g@? Commerce, Inc.
\\‘} ) \:\6 O
FACTS PROVIDED _ <> O s

& > >

You are a Certified Public Account (“CPA”) and cu@é%g?@@ﬁ‘fract with the City of Central
to serve as the Finance Director. Your dut@' g‘&%@cé»%irector include processing the
City’s payroll, preparing payroll tax returgs; \glﬁl Oné?n&&?ng all payroll taxes. You also assist
the Mayor in the preparation of the b ye@&\o@f%@ annual audits, and review all monthly
closeout documents and financialgyy @ FL@‘}llés\lqave signature authority over the City’s
bank accounts or investments a&g@ Xiﬁ:t ;Qﬁ% not have approval authority over any
expenditures for the City. \-{&2\@‘2@&
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The Central Chamber of C\gmfb}%e’?ég&%c. (“Central Chamber™) is a non-profit corporation
that promotes the busirg@'é C@?E\Sp?ofessional interests of its members and enhances the
economic, cultural, agd r_@é?egﬁonal opportunities for the citizens of the City. The Central
Chamber has er.l'ge;%xd@fﬁtg}% Cooperative Endeavor Agreement with the City for the
Chamber to pr@aiﬁé@%g@gﬁlic development activities, including, but not limited to, events

to promote the Q@?n.gﬁmity, business retention, and attracting new businesses to the City.
O O, .

Central Mag@; Pavid Barrow serves as the contact for the Cooperative Endeavor
A0
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The Cﬁttgzﬂ Chamber’s current accountant is retiring at the end of 2020. You have been
aske @ the Central Chamber to provide accounting services to them, which would include

payroll processing, remitting and filing payroll taxes and returns, and preparation of annual
tax returns.
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Law

La. R.S.42:1111C(2)(d) provides that no public servant shall receive anything of economic
value for, or in consideration of services rendered, or to be rendered, to or for any person
who has, or is seeking to obtain, a contractual, business, or financial relationship with the
public servant’s agency.

CONCLUSION

The Board concluded, and instructed me to inform you, that Section 1111C(2)(d) would
prohibit you from providing compensated services to the Central Chamber, Whllé’-‘ the
Central Chamber has a contractual, business, or financial relationship with you@g&ncy,
the City of Central. SR

QU
This advisory opinion is based solely on the facts as set forth herein. Qh@gesﬁoo the facts
as presented may result in a different application of the pro@o@ Qﬁthe Code of
Governmental Ethics. The Board issues no opinion as to past conduet cﬁ‘(bas to laws other
than the Code of Governmental Ethics, the Campaign Fman@ﬁ s@TQ@iﬁ\re Act, the Lobbyist
Disclosure Act, and conflict of interest provisions in th@@asfmlg»‘laws If you have any
questions, please contact me at (800) 842-6630 or (225:}92 ]z§5®00
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